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Status 

1)[X] Responsive to communication(s) filed on 29 November 2001 . 
2a)D This action is FINAL 2bM This action is non-final. 

3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 
closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 C D 1 1 453 O G 211 

Disposition of Claims 

4) £<] Claim(s) 1-20 is/are pending in the application. 
4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) Q Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) |El Claim(s) 1-6.9.10 and 16 is/are rejected. 

7) S Claim(s) 7.8.11-15 and 17-20 is/are objected to. 

8) D Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) Q The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 
10® The drawing(s) filed on 29 November 2001 is/are: a)B accepted or b)D objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1 .85(a). 
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Detailed Action 


Claim Objections 

In the application as originally filed, there are two claims numbered claim 13. The 
claims have been renumbered in a consecutive manner following claim 13. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §102 
The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. § 102 that form 
the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office Action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

Claims 1-6, 9 and 10 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 102(b) as being anticipated by Buell 
(US 3,860,003). 

Regarding claim 1, Buell teaches an absorbent garment (21) comprising: 
a main chassis (22, 23) having an attachment region (37, 38, 39, 40); 
an absorbent portion (24) operatively associated with the main chassis at the attachment 
region (37, 38, 39, 40); and 

an elastic portion (26) operatively associated with the main chassis, 

wherein the attachment region (37, 38, 39, 40) is substantially inelastic prior to the 

absorbent portion (24) being operatively associated with the main chassis (22, 23)(*?e Figure 1, 

below). 
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Regarding claim 2, Buell teaches attachment regions (37, 38, 39, 40) comprising 
elastic material. 


no 


Regarding claims 3 and 4, Buell teaches a main chassis (22, 23) comprising four dead 
regions (37, 38, 39, 40) comprising no elastic material at which the garment (21) the garment is 
attached to itself to create a wearable garment, each of the dead regions being located at one of 
the four garment joining regions (37, 38, 39, 40). 

Regarding claim 5, Buell teaches an attachment region comprising a laminate having an 
elastic layer (57) and a substantially inelastic layer (55)(see Figure 5, below). 


Dead Region 



Attachment Region 
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Regarding claim 6, Buell teaches an attachment region comprising a first layer (23) of 
nonwoven material (column 6, line 64). 

Regarding claim 9, Buell teaches a dead region which is substantially inelastic (see 
Figure 5, above). 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. § 102 that form 
the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office Action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 
(e) the invention was described in- 

(1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by another filed in the United States before the 
invention by the applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in 
section 351(a) shall have the effect under this subsection of a national application published under section 122(b) 
only if the international application designating the United States was published under Article 21(2)(a) of such 
treaty in the English language; or 

(2) a patent granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that a patent shall not be deemed filed in the United States for the purposes of this 
subsect.on based on the filing of an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 35 1(a). 

Claim 16 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 102(e) as being anticipated by Strand (US 
2002/0052589 Al). 

Strand teaches an absorbent garment main chassis, comprising: 

a first carrier layer (1); 

an elastic layer (2); and 

a substantially inelastic layer (3), 

wherein the elastic layer (2) is substantially equal in area to the first carrier layer (1), 
the substantially inelastic layer (3) is smaller in area than the first carrier layer (1), and 
the substantially inelastic layer (3) is selectively located to create areas of inelasticity (see 
Figure 10, below). 
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Allowable Subject Matter 

Claims 7, 8, 1 1-15 and 17-20 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base 
claim, but would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the limitations of 
the base claim and any intervening claims. 

The following is a statement of reasons for the indication of allowable subject matter: 
Regarding claims 7 and 8, no art of record teaches and/or renders obvious an absorbent 
article having an attachment region comprising first and second layers of nonwoven material and 
an elastic and substantially inelastic material positioned between the layers of nonwoven 
material. 

Regarding claims 1 1-15, no art of record teaches and/or renders obvious an absorbent 
article with a main chassis having an attachment region comprising a laminate having an elastic 
and substantially inelastic layer such that the elastic layer is substantially equal in area to the 
main chassis. 

Regarding claims 17-20, no art of record teaches and/or renders obvious an absorbent 
article with a main chassis having first and second carrier layers, disposed between the carrier 
layers are an elastic layer substantially equal in area to the carrier layer and a substantially 
inelastic layer which is smaller in area to the first carrier layer. 
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Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Michael Bogart whose telephone number is (703) 605-1 1 84. The 
examiner can normally be reached Monday-Friday. 

In the event the examiner is not available, the examiner's supervisor, Weilun Lo may be 
reached at phone number (703) 308-1957. The fax phone numbers for the organization where 
this application or proceeding is assigned are (703) 305-3590 for regular communications and 
(703) 306-4520 for informal communications. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or proceeding 
should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is (703) 306-0858. 


Michael Bogart 
January 15, 2003 


WEILUN L0 
SUPERVISORY PATENT EXAMINER 
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